
 

LIKE WHAT WE DO? 

Apply to become a Commissioner at http://tinyurl.com/HIVCommApplication 

For application assistance call (213) 738-2816. 

 WHERE 

TO JOIN BY COMPUTER: https://tinyurl.com/y3492e53 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED.  YOU MAY REGISTER NOW. 
TO JOIN BY PHONE: 1-415-655-0001  
Event number (access code) 145 766 8095 
 

For a brief tutorial on joining WebEx events, please check out: 

https://help.webex.com/en-us/9eed9t/Get-Started-Joining-a-Meeting-Event-or-Training-Session-with-the-Webex-

Web-App 

 

Virtual Transgender 
Caucus Meeting 

October 27, 2020 
10am to 12noon 

Agenda and meeting materials are 

available at 

http://hiv.lacounty.gov/Meetings 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit us online: http://hiv.lacounty.gov 

Get in touch: hivcomm@lachiv.org 

http://tinyurl.com/HIVCommApplication
https://tinyurl.com/y3492e53
http://hiv.lacounty.gov/Meetings
http://hiv.lacounty.gov/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSGENDER CAUCUS 
Virtual Meeting Agenda  

Tuesday, October 27, 2020 | 10am-12pm 
 

TO JOIN BY COMPUTER: https://tinyurl.com/y3492e53  
REGISTRATION REQUIRED.  YOU MAY REGISTER NOW 

 
TO JOIN BY PHONE: 1-415-655-0001  

Event number (access code) 145 766 8095 
 

 
1. Introductions  
 

2. Co-Chair Report 
a. Trans Day of Remembrance 
 

3. Executive Director/Staff Report  
a.    Commission on HIV Committee Updates     
 

4. (AB 2218) Transgender Wellness and Equity Fund  
a. Share Ideas and Resources  

 

5. Meeting Confirmation and Agenda Development for Next Meeting (11/24/20 @ 10 am) 
a. Holiday consideration 
 

6. Announcements 
 

7. Adjournment 

  3530 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1140 • Los Angeles, CA  90010 • TEL (213) 738-2816 • FAX (213) 637-4748 
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Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) is an annual observance on November 
20 that honors the memory of the transgender people whose lives were lost in acts 
of anti-transgender violence. 
You can read more about the Transgender Day of Remembrance below, and 
find out how you can show support for the community on this day. 

Additionally, the week before TDOR, people and organizations around the 
country participate in Transgender Awareness Week to help raise visibility for 
transgender people and address issues the community faces. 
What is Transgender Day of Remembrance? 
Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) was started in 1999 by 
transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith as a vigil to honor the memory of 
Rita Hester, a transgender woman who was killed in 1998. The vigil 
commemorated all the transgender people lost to violence since Rita Hester's 
death, and began an important tradition that has become the annual 
Transgender Day of Remembrance. 

"Transgender Day of Remembrance seeks to highlight the losses we face due 
to anti-transgender bigotry and violence. I am no stranger to the need to fight 
for our rights, and the right to simply exist is first and foremost. With so many 
seeking to erase transgender people -- sometimes in the most brutal ways 
possible -- it is vitally important that those we lose are remembered, and that 
we continue to fight for justice." 
- Transgender Day of Remembrance founder Gwendolyn Ann Smith 
How can I get involved in the Transgender Day of Remembrance? 
Participate in Transgender Day of Remembrance by attending and/or 
organizing a vigil on November 20 to honor all those transgender people 
whose lives were lost to anti-transgender violence that year, and learning 
about the violence affecting the transgender community. Vigils are typically 
hosted by local transgender advocates or LGBTQ organizations, and held at 
community centers, parks, places of worship, and other venues. The vigil 
often involves reading a list of the names of those lost that year.  

Please see resources below on how to write stories about transgender people 
who have been victimized by crime, and additional resources for writing about 

https://www.glaad.org/transweek
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gwendolyn-ann-smith/transgender-day-of-remembrance-why-we-remember_b_2166234.html


 
the violence that affects transgender people, especially transgender women of 
color. 

On Transgender Day of Remembrance, GLAAD remembers the transgender 
people whose lives have been lost to anti-transgender violence this year and over 
the years.  
Information for media: 

• GLAAD's Resource Kit for Journalists Covering TDOR 
• GLAAD's Media Reference Guide 
• GLAAD's Doubly Victimized: Reporting on Transgender Victims of Crime 
• GLAAD's More Than a Number - Shifting the Media Narrative on Transgender 

Homicides 
• Mic's Unerased: Counting Transgender Lives 
Organizations and resources: 

• Anti-Violence Project 
• International Transgender Day of Remembrance  
• National Center for Transgender Equality 
• Sylvia Rivera Law Project 
• Trans Women of Color Collective 
• Transgender Europe's Trans Murder Monitoring Project 
• Transgender Law Center 
• TransJustice at the Audre Lorde Project 
Reports on violence and discrimination: 

• Human Rights Campaign's Violence Against the Transgender Community 
• National Center for Transgender Equality's Discrimination Survey 
More information: 

• Learn more about transgender people on GLAAD's resource page 
• Learn about Transgender Awareness Week  

 

https://www.glaad.org/blog/tdor-memoriam
https://www.glaad.org/blog/tdor-memoriam
https://www.glaad.org/blog/tdor-memoriam
http://www.glaad.org/publications/tdorkit
http://glaad.org/reference/transgender
http://www.glaad.org/publications/transgendervictimsofcrime
https://www.glaad.org/publications/more-than-a-number
https://www.glaad.org/publications/more-than-a-number
https://unerased.mic.com/
https://avp.org/
http://www.tdor.info/
http://www.transequality.org/
http://www.srlp.org/
http://www.twocc.us/
http://www.transrespect.org/en/research/trans-murder-monitoring/
http://transgenderlawcenter.org/
http://www.alp.org/transjustice/
https://www.hrc.org/resources/violence-against-the-transgender-community-in-2019
https://transequality.org/issues/resources/national-transgender-discrimination-survey-full-report
http://glaad.org/transgender
https://www.glaad.org/transawarenessweek
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Press Releases
GOVERNOR NEWSOM SIGNS AB 2218, A HISTORIC TRANS HEALTH BILL IN CALIFORNIA  

September 30, 2020 Yessica Gonzalez

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

09/30/2020

Contacts:

Michaé De La Cuadra

Manager of Policy and Community Engagement, TransLatin@ Coalition

michaep@translatinacoalition.org

(323) 818 - 2847

Sacramento, CA – On September 26th, Governor Gavin Newsom signed into law AB 2218 - Transgender Wellness and Equity Fund, authored by Assemblymember 
Miguel Santiago (D-53), which establishes the Transgender Wellness and Equity Fund within the Department of Public Health for the purposes of funding holistic health 
services for transgender, gender non-conforming, and intersex  (TGI)  people across California. This is historic for our community and we hope creates a strong legacy of 
policy change to move TGI communities forward.

 Starting  January 1, 2021, California will begin the process of establishing the Transgender Wellness and Equity Fund within the Department of Public Health, which will 
be responsible for creating and allocating the resources for TGI-serving organizations across the state. These resources will be able to be utilized for services such as 
medical health programs, mental health programs, arts-based programming, and supportive housing specifically for TGI people. Although due to the pandemic, the dollar 
amount of $15 million attached to this bill was taken out in the legislative process, we are planning on pushing hard to ensure that these resources get to our community as 
soon as possible. This will be done by working in collaboration with the Department of Public Health, Assemblymember Santiago’s office, and engaging in the State 
Budget process next year. 

Although this effort will be ongoing, the fight for TGI equity here in California has made great strides through the passage of AB 2218.  “AB 2218 has given our 
community hope. In a time where the world is doing the most to tear us down, we are showing that we have power in ways to change this system and get the resources we 

https://www.translatinacoalition.org/press/2020/9/30/governor-newsom-signs-ab-2218-a-historic-trans-health-bill-in-california-nbsp
https://www.translatinacoalition.org/press?author=5eb32f799ab15a3226ceadeb
mailto:michaep@translatinacoalition.org
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deserve.” says Michaé De La Cuadra of the TransLatin@ Coalition, “This bill is a form of accountability to California and other states, for years of neglect of TGI 
people.” 

This legislative effort was led by a coalition of trans-led organizations from across the state of California, in partnership with the district representative of TransLatin@ 
Coalition, Miguel Santiago.

According to bill author Miguel Santiago (D-53) - “This is a critical measure for our transgender community and I thank Governor Newsom for his steadfast leadership 
in signing AB 2218, California’s TGI community has long faced obstacles in receiving safe, non-discriminatory, comprehensive care, and COVID-19 has exacerbated 
these existing health care disparities. This bill will help create programs where TGI-identified people can receive safe, competent, and inclusive health care and other 
social services.”

Until AB 2218, there has not been an effort to allocate resources of this magnitude to specifically support the TGI community across California, and likely the first in the 
nation. This bill makes history. This bill demonstrates that the TGI community is now a priority and will have access to the care and services this community has always 
deserved. It will increase TGI people’s health outcomes, livelihood, and the ability to survive. Especially now, in the midst of a pandemic, this bill was necessary. 

“We have seen the impact of COVID-19 on transgender communities across California,” said Ebony Ava Harper, Director of California TRANScends. “Transgender 
communities that were already vulnerable are further disadvantaged due to this pandemic. We are in a state of emergency and AB 2218 is here at the right time. It’s time 
that California leads by example and shows the federal administration that transgender health equity is a priority in the State of California.”

“AB-2218 constitutes a historic investment in the TGI community,” said Alex Binsfeld, Legal Director at the Transgender, Gender-Variant, and Intersex Justice 
Project, “though the effort continues to allocate resources to this fund, during a time when TGI competent healthcare is more urgently needed than ever.”

Despite the strong opposition from right-wing, religious, and conservative groups across the country, TGI leaders from across the state worked tirelessly to educate and 
urge California legislators to vote in the direction of TGI liberation. In the eyes of a transphobic national political climate, this bill shows that TGI people matter and will 
stand up in the face of discrimination.  

“In a time where the current federal administration is pushing to roll back all trans rights, AB 2218 represents a beacon of light for transgender and gender nonconforming 
people like myself across California.” Says Khloe Rios-Wyatt, Executive Director of Alianza Translatinx in Orange County.

AB2218 is a signal of hope and more, it is life-saving. TGI people and TGI-serving organizations have fed, housed and protected their own community for centuries, it 
was about time the state government got on board.

"AB2218 will save lives!  When TGI people have resources, we're able to step into our fullest potential and uplift ourselves and each other.  This bill plays a crucial role 
in making sure that our community does not get left behind. Especially, given that we are in the midst of a global pandemic that disproportionately impacts TGI people.  
We are grateful to see Governor Newsom sign this bill into law and hope that this has a cascading effect and other states follow his leadership.  We will continue to fight 
and advocate for our community because we know our struggle for liberation goes beyond this victory." Says Ezak Perez, Executive Director of Gender Justice LA. 

This fund will support the creation of resources and help sustain already-existing services that the TGI community relies on across the state, in rural and urban areas, such 
as San Francisco and beyond.

"Here in San Francisco, we recognize the importance of dedicating resources so that our communities can develop their own solutions that address systematic inequalities, 
that is why we are so proud to support the #InvestInTransLives coalition to create the Transgender Wellness and Equity Fund," said Maceo Persson, Director of 
Communications and External Affairs for the San Francisco Office of Transgender Initiatives. "Everyone deserves to have access to healthcare and wellness 
programs that respect who they are, and that is why we invest over $5 million for trans-specific programs. We are thankful that California is showing leadership in 
assuring that TGI people have access to lifesaving care across the state."

The support extended beyond the legislature and among the community as well. This effort was supported by TGI community members throughout the process, many of 
whom are clients of the participating organizations. From calls to legislators, letters of support, and actions at the Capitol, this was truly a community-led effort.

"There aren’t many organizations in California that do the critical work that a transgender serving organization can do and that is to reach our community in a way that no 
other cisgender organization can do. We need equity and it starts with the passing and signing of AB-2218 into California law. We hope and urge our community will step 
out and show up for future policy endeavors to strengthen our folks to thrive," said Nghia Nguyen, Community Advocacy and Mobilization Coordinator of the 
Gender Health Center in Sacramento.

AB 2218’s passage is a crucial step to ensuring that TGI people reach health, wellness, and equity in California and beyond. We thank the Governor for his investment in 
TGI lives.

“Our organization is honored to have led the work and partnered with amazing TGI leaders across the state,” says Bamby Salcedo President/CEO of The TransLatin@ 
Coalition. “As TGI people it's important that we understand our political power and our political influence, and AB-2218 is a sign of the immense possibilities that we 
can accomplish as a community.”
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